Lesson 4 Nebuta, the Soul of Aomori
Part 1
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1 (DHave you ever heard of “Nebuta”? // @The Nebuta Matsuri / @must be one of the most famous

festivals in Japan. / @The word Nebuta / refers to the huge floats / in this festival. / @WAs August

approaches, / people in Aomori Prefecture / think of nothing but the Nebuta Festival. / (&®Most villages and

cities across the prefecture / have their own versions of the festival. / ®The one in Aomori City is the largest /

in terms of the number of participants. //

2 (DLook at the pictures above. // ®The biggest attraction of the festival / is the Nebuta float. / @The

largest floats / can be 9 meters wide / and 5 meters high. / (0They feature brave warriors and scary monsters

/ from legends. // @They look so scary / that they @may make children cry. /

3 (2At night, / the colorful floats are illuminated / and paraded through the streets, / thrilling the

spectators. //
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1. The floats in the festival are called Nebuta. T/F
2.  Aomori City has the tallest Nebuta float in Aomori prefecture. T/F

3. Children may cry because some floats look scary. T/F
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1 (DAt the Nebuta Festival, / you can’t miss the dancers called “Haneto.” // @Hundreds of Haneto / W ORREEY T, BT AR b SIRTNARY FELTHICT S,
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dance around each float. / (@They dance throughout the parade / shouting “Rassera, rassera! Rasse, rasse, °
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rassera!” I/ @Everyone gets caught up / in the exciting atmosphere of the festival. // 2 ® TEIZAD L HICIEHCEER AN S0,
You only ( ) ( ) wear the festival costumes.
2 (®Do you want to join in the dance? / ©®All you need to do / is wear the festival costumes. // (DCostumes @ XOFKRE LTHEYR b OEFTRI,
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can be rented, / and lots of tourists G@seem to enjoy wearing them. / ®The Nebuta dance is very easy: / Hop U, RKEFARITHED 52N TE, ZLORITHEIIKEEZE WD ANERELEI IR TND
on one foot twice, / and then hop on the other foot twice. / @Repeat this. / Lots of tourists seem to enjoy wearing them.
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3 0As the dancers hop, / you can hear small bells ring. / @They are attached to the costumes. / @The
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bells sometimes fall off / while the Haneto are dancing, / and those who pick them up / are said to get good 3 MO FERERAL DL 7 LRI 40,
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luck. //
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1. Youcant (
2. There are (

3. The bells sometimes (
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1 (DHow is a Nebuta float made? // @It can’t be made / without a creator called a “Nebutashi.” // @The

Nebutashi supervises all the steps / to make a Nebuta float. / @The Nebutashi draws a picture / which
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serves as the master plan. / ®Based on this, / a wooden frame is built / and wire is then attached to it. / ®

This skeleton structure is then covered / with Japanese paper. / (DFinally, / it is painted in brilliant colors, /
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and the Nebuta is complete. // 2 7 B00EDR, BT ’
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2 @®For 300 years, / only men were allowed / to learn the traditional skills of the Nebutashi. / @In 2012,/ L
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however, / Kitamura Asako became the first female Nebutashi. / @She won the “Excellent Nebuta Creator”
It must have been wonderful for her to receive such an honor.
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prize / for her float that year. / @It @must have been wonderful for her / to receive such an honor. / @In the

@ How will she produce a masterpiece?
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future, / she wants to produce a masterpiece / by blending the traditions of Nebuta / with new styles. //

3 @Next time you visit the Tohoku region / in August, / please enjoy the Nebuta Festival. / (9Thank you

Comprehension AXXDONFIZ—EH L TWIULT %2, #2> TWIUTF 2O THAZL IV,

for listening. //
1. The “Nebutashi” is akey personin making a Nebuta. T/F

2. Wire is attached to a wooden frame. T /F

3.  We can enjoy the Nebuta Festival in any town in the Tohoku region. T/F
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8. brilliant i




